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superstitions not a whit less credulous, intolerances not a
whit less bigoted, and stupidities not a whit less crass. Our
fears and prejudices against the light still burn the Maid
and crucify Christ daily.
But if we are as bad as the so-called villains of history,
those villains are no worse than the good men of to-day.
It is not the evil done by our handfuls of criminals, which,
after all, is easily identifiable and therefore largely pre-
ventable, but that done by our armies of good men, by
idealists, by society, by vested interests and governments
and churches, that is appalling. All such evil is done, of
course, in the name of honour and tradition, patriotism and
idealism, law and order. We have no right, Shaw declares,
'to regard Annas and Caiaphas as worse men than the
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Headmaster of Eton.
If Jesus had been indicted in a modern court, he would
have been examined by two doctors; found to be obsessed
by a delusion; declared incapable of pleading; and sent to
an asylum: that is the whole difference.' To drive home
a point of this sort Shaw invariably uses the same technique.
He first chooses some character from history, for preference
a highly infamous one, then picks out his or her modern
counterpart, for preference someone highly respected,
brackets them together, and holds up the pair of them as
a warning for all time.
As he strips, so he reveals. And in revealing, he brings
realities not only to light, but to life. With certain awkward
realities, duly embalmed in the pleasant spices of romantic
idealism after being supposed long dead, Shaw behaves like
a body-snatcher. He explains, of course, that he is really
behaving like a body-saver, and that the supposedly dead
is really very much alive. Before you can stop him, he will
dip up the seeming corpse, strip it of its sweet-smelling
cerements, and pump into it the breath of present parallels
and modern instances. Whereupon the corpse, surely
enough, comes shockingly to life, and all respectable, law-
abiding, church-going people are appalled to find it not
only alive but still challenging and full of fight. For
instance, pious people were shocked when Shaw described
the Crucifixion as *a complete political success/ Nor were